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Checkpoint:
Vent-Free and Vented -
When Undesirable Orders are Present

Tools Required: Tape Measure

Procedure:

1. FOR VENT-FREE: How many hours has the unit been in operation? Is that |
time long enough for initial burn-off? !

e Some units should have at least 4 hours of burn-off time on the HIGH
setting, while others may require a longer period of time.

o Individuals who are very sensitive to odors may detect an odor after the
original burn-off period, especially on propane/LPG. However, the vast
majority of consumers do not detect any unusual odor in the home.
Nevertheless, the consumer should be warned of the possibility of odor.

2. Verify gas type and log placement.
3. Visually inspect the fireplace. Are the following conditions true or false?

A. lIs it a vent-free or a solid fuel-burning fireplace?

o If solid fuel burning, was wood burned prior to gas logs being
installed?

e Isthere any soot or creosol residue? If so advise homeowner to
contact a chimney sweep.

B. Does firebox size meet minimum requirements?

If firebox does not meet required size, recommend a smaller or
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C. Does the fireplace have glass doors?
If so, are doors open and there is plenty of air intake when doors
are fully open? You may have to raise the gas log set up on firebrick
to improve airflow.

Verify good airflow. For example: Is it a sunken fireplace?

D. If the unit is a new pre-manufactured fireplace, paint burn-off from the
new fireplace can be the cause.

E. A damp fireplace can also cause odors.

Check and verify that there are no gas leaks.

If additional embers or rock are placed in the fireplace, make sure that air can
flow up through the front of the grate under the front log. Reposition the

additional decorative embers or cinders.

Are there ceiling fans or heating ducts that could blow into the fireplace and
disrupt the flame?

Check the condition of the flame. The front burner flame should be blue with
a defined line of cones along the length of the burner. The rear flame should
be blue at the base of the flame turning yellow (note this flame should not be
yellow-orange or have black tips similar to a candle flame).

If additional embers or cinders have been added to the fireplace,
reposition them to so they do not block the airflow to the burner(s).

Confirm the air openings on the burners are clear of contamination (lint, etc.).
Ask if the mantle was recently refinished, reconditioned or waxed. The
heating of the mantle may give off fumes that may not completely burn as

they pass through the burner.

Confirm the presence of any vapors from paint, glue, etc. inside the home
that may be passing through the burner.

FOR VENTED: Verify proper drafting on fireplace.
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